MARICOPA INTEGRATED HEALTH SYSTEM

PLASTIC SURGERY CONSULTATION GUIDELINE
FOR: Emergency Department and Trauma Surgery Service
OBJECTIVE: Criteria for consulting Plastic Surgery Service on trauma & non-trauma patients

GENERAL RULE:

1. For known or suspected facial trauma, obtain a Maxillo-Facial CT scan

a. If the patient comes from an outside hospital, the Maxillo-Facial CT scan will need to be repeated due to the inability to import or track outside studies
2. For Emergency Department – to – Emergency Department transfers of isolated facial trauma, these patients should be evaluated by our Emergency Department first
a. Trauma Surgery does not need to be called initially unless:

i. There is an airway or swallowing issue, or

ii. Other serious traumatic injuries are identified in the Emergency Department evaluation

b. If an isolated facial injury is identified by the Emergency Department, then a Plastic Surgery Consultation will be obtained

i. The in-house, surgical consult resident will need to see the patient, perform the consult, and then contact the Mayo Clinic fellow for patient disposition

1. The in-house surgical consult resident should place the patient’s name and PID number in the surgery log book located in the OR surgeon’s lounge to ensure patient tracking
ii. If the injury can be managed as an out-patient, the Plastic Surgery clinic will need to be overbooked for Monday or Tuesday (the clinic is full for months so overbooking will be required)

iii. If the patient “demands” to be admitted or there are social problems, the patient may be admitted to the hospital
1. Admission to the Plastic Surgery Service will be at the discretion of the Plastic Surgery Attending

a. The Mayo fellow or the Plastic Surgery Attending must be notified regarding the admission if the patient is going to the Plastic Surgery Service

b. The admission orders will be handled by the in-house surgical consult resident

2. If there are other traumatic injuries identified, the patient will be admitted to the Trauma Service

3. If there are “vital structures” involved (i.e., nerves, eyelids, bone), then a higher level of care may be needed; therefore a call should be placed to the Mayo Clinic fellow or to the Plastic Surgery Attending early in the evaluation

a. If “entrapment or impingement” is read by the on-call radiologist, an Ophthalmology consultation should be obtained
i. At the discretion of the Ophthalmology Service, the Plastic Surgery Service may be consulted
SPECIAL CASES: Facial Soft Tissue Injury (eye, ear, dog bite, etc.)
1. Patients requiring immediate Plastic Surgical Consultation

a. Any patient with a newly avulsed nose or ear
b. Any patient with injury through the medial canthus of the eye
2. Patients requiring immediate Ophthalmology Consultation

a. Any patient with an injury through the medial or lateral canthus of the eye
b. Plastic Surgery Service should be consulted if Ophthalmology Service requests
3. Facial soft tissue injury (excluding the above) will be seen by Trauma Surgery Consultation.  

a. Plastic Surgery Consultation for operative repair will be at the discretion of the Trauma Attending
