Primary Physician on Trauma Patient in the Presences of Multiple Consulting Physicians

1.0 PURPOSE:

Establish guidelines for determination of primary physician during the entire hospitalization of the injured patient. 

2.0 APPLICABILITY:

Trauma Surgery, Consulting Services, Emergency Services

3.0 AUTHORITY:

Director Burn and Trauma Center, Director Emergency Department

4.0 DEFINITIONS:

4.1 Primary Care Physician: The physician to whom the a family or individual goes initially for medical care and the management of their overall medical needs
4.2 Attending Trauma Surgeon: The attending physician is the trauma surgeon on call who is responsible for admitting the trauma patient and overseeing the care that is provided by all services.
4.3 Consulting Physician: The physician on call to provide specialized medical or surgical care to the trauma patient as requested by the trauma attending to assist and provide expertise in their medical specialty.
5.0 POLICY:

To provide optimal care to the injured patient in every aspect of their care

6.0 PROCEDURE:

6.1 The attending physician is the trauma surgeon on call. Upon identification of the primary physician the attending or his designee will notify the primary care physician as a courtesy to the primary physician

6.2 The trauma attending will maintain responsibility of the trauma patient, all procedures unless emergent for life-saving measures will be cleared through the trauma attending

6.3 All patients admitted to the trauma service require completion of the history and physical form.

6.4 All trauma patients will receive a history and physical dictation by the trauma attending or his/her resident designee

7.0 RESOURCES:

7.1 Resources for Optimal Care of the Injured Patient: 1999, American College of Surgeons, Committee on Trauma

7.2 University of California, Davis Medical Center, Trauma Service Resident Manual; 6/98

7.3 Manual of Clinical Trauma Care: The First Hour. Second Edition. Sheehy & Jimmerson  
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