Renal Injuries

Points:
Always try to do a radiologic assessment first – i.e.a 1-shot IVP


Nonvisulaization of the Kidney on an IVP means:



1. Vascular injury or thrombosis




2. Spasm



3. Avulsion



4. Agenesis/Previous nephrectomy


The best way to actually stage a renal injury is the C.T. Scan


Grades of Renal Injury:



I
- small injury not involving the collecting system



II
- disruption of the collecting system with extravasation



III
- ureteropelvic injury



IV
- vascular pedicle injury…WILL need surgery



* there is a bout a 3% chance that a Grade II or III will need surgery



* indications for surgery include:




1. expanding hematoma or uncontrolled bleeding




2. extensive urinary extravasation (+/- percutaneous drainage)




3. Nonviable parenchyma




4. Vascular injury on studies

** in 1 & 4, many would first take to Angio for embolization prior to operating.

