Speech-Language Pathology
Please be as specific as possible when ordering Speech Therapy services.  If the order is written generically, certainly the Speech Language Pathologist can eventually determine what is needed, but there will be a lag in service.  Also, it is difficult for the HUC’s to interpret generic orders.  In an effort to streamline service, and prevent delays in service and possibly  in discharges, please refer to the following: 

Specific Orders:

· Speech Evaluation – for evaluation of patients with aphasia, dysarthria/slurring of speech, higher level cognitive functioning, or voice disorder

· Bedside Swallow Assessment – the patient is seen bedside, with NO fluoroscopy or Radiology involvement – this order is secondary to dysphagia

· MBS (Modified Barium Swallow) – “Swallow Function Test” – done secondary to dysphagia, it is a radiological procedure and MUST be ordered through Radiology.  The Speech Therapist is contacted by Radiology as they receive the MBS order.  

· Rancho Assessment – NOT done routinely unless specifically ordered as a separate exam or evaluation.
